
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Mrs. Kristin Best Kinscherff       

Department: Theater and Dance      Phone Number: (618) 650-5872 

E-mail Address: kbest@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1777 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9-10. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Dunham Hall Room 2015 and Dunham Hall Theater 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Research on the style and choreographies of Bob Fosse, musical theater dance icon. In particular, we will study the 

choreography in the Broadway hit musical, CHICAGO. We will then develop choreographic numbers and teach the 

dance routines to the cast of SIUE's production of CHICAGO. 

The first four weeks will be spent researching the style and creating the choreography. Research will included 

recorded videos of Bob Fosse's style as well as interviews with his trained dancers. We will then move into the 

teaching phase. During this period we will teach the choreographed routines to the cast and help them learn the 

Fosse style. Following the teaching, we will move onstage in Dunham Hall Theater for the production. We will 

work with the Director to carefully stage the routines on the set pieces. After the production closes in November, we 

will edit videos and collaborate notes to store in the department archives. 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The student will serve as the Assistant Choreographer (AC). The AC will be responsible for researching Bob Fosse's 

style and practice his techniques of jazz dance. Along with the main choreographer, the student will assistant in both 

choreographing and teaching the dance routines to the cast of CHICAGO. The student will be responsible for 

running some rehearsals and helping the cast perfect the movement. The AC will take notes and give feedback to the 

cast on their progress with the dances. The AC will create a warmup for the cast to do each night of the 

performance. Following the production, the student will edit videos and notes to be stored in the Theater and Dance 

production archives. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

The URCA Assistant will receive experience in both research and creative activities. During the research phase, the 

student will learn about the style and choreography of a legend in the dance field, Bob Fosse. Then, the student will 

learn how to create choreography for musical theater in a specific style. The student will learn about stage directions 

and creating visually appealing choreography. The student will also get hands on experience teaching the 



choreography they have helped to create. The URCA Assistant will learn how to work with a production schedule 

and with strict deadlines. Finally, the student will learn how to edit video for archival purposes. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students must be available for some evening rehearsals 6-9 pm. 

  

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Must be a dance major with a special interest in Musical Theater. 

 

 


